A visual world experiment examined the time course for pragmatic inferences derived from visual context and contrastive intonation contours. We used the construction It looks like an X pronounced with either (a) a H * pitch accent on the final noun and a low boundary tone, or (b) a contrastive L + H * pitch accent and a rising boundary tone, a contour that can support contrastive inference (e.g., It LOOKS L+H* like a zebra L-H% . . . (but it is not)). When the visual display contained a single related set of contrasting pictures (e.g. a zebra vs. a zebralike animal), effects of LOOKS L+H* emerged prior to the processing of phonemic information from the target noun. The results indicate that the prosodic processing is incremental and guided by contextually-supported expectations. Additional analyses ruled out explanations based on context-independent heuristics that might substitute for online computation of contrast.
Introduction
The message a speaker intends to convey (speaker meaning) frequently includes information not made explicit in the utterance (Grice, 1975) . Pragmatic inference is therefore crucial for the successful and efficient use of resources in conversation (Levinson, 2000) : Listening to a speaker who made explicit everything she intended to convey would be like watching a movie in which each event unfolds in real time.
A widely held assumption in psycholinguistics is that pragmatic inference is slower and more resource-intensive than ''core'' aspects of sentence processing (e.g., Clifton & Ferreira, 1989) . A primary example is online processing of scalar implicatures based on the English quantifier some. Some can trigger the pragmatic interpretation ''some but not all'', as well as the semantic interpretation ''some and possibly all''. Several studies find that comprehension of pragmatic some is significantly delayed compared to its semantic counterpart (Bott & Noveck, 2004; Huang & Snedeker, 2009 , 2011 . This assumption helps motivate Levinson's (2000) influential proposal that common inferences might be pre-compiled as automatically generated defaults, enabling listeners to bypass slow and resourceintensive pragmatic inference.
However, other recent studies suggest that listeners can in fact rapidly use contextually-supported expectations to facilitate pragmatic inference. For example, pragmatic some is computed without apparent delay when (a) it is well-supported by context and (b) accessible, more natural lexical alternatives are unavailable (Degen & Tanenhaus, in press; Grodner, Klein, Carbary, & Tanenhaus, 2010) . These studies are part of a broader theoretical shift toward viewing efficient language comprehension as arising from expectations based on linguistic and non-linguistic context (e.g., Altmann & Kamide, 1999; Chambers, Tanenhaus, Eberhard, Filip, & Carlson, 2002 
